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Greenspan vote
delayed by debate

WASHINGTON — Senators are
struggling to come to agreement
on a vote to confirm Alan
Greenspan for another term as
chairman of the Federal Reserve.

He has been acting in a tempo-
rary capacity since his term official-
ly expired March 2. The renewal of
his nomination has been held up
for weeks, mainly by Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-lowa, who has insisted
on three days of debate on the
Greenspan nomination, despite an
appeal from President Clinton for
swift action. Republicans. who
control the Senate, have offered
Harkin one day, which Harkin says
isn't enougn.

Damocrars were trying to broker
an a'gveemem among themselves
and Republicans that could allow a
set of nominations to come up for
a vote as early as Tuesday
evening.

Factory orders down
slightly in April
WASHINGTON — Orders to
U.S. factories shrank slightly in
April as demand for aircraft faded,
but analysts said other signs were
emerging that manufaclunng may
be shedding its letharg;
Although orders edged down 0.1
ercent, the decline was due to the
loss of volatile aircraft sales. Ex-
cluding transportation, orders post-
ed the biggest monthly gain in
nearly two years — 1.9 percent
“After a bad year, 1 think mlngs
are looking up,” said economist
Mark M. Zandi of -Regional Finan-
cial Associates in West Chester,

Pa.

A buildup of stocks on shelves
and backlots late last year resulted
in reduced orders and a slowdown
in output and manufacturing job
growth. But analysts contend the
excess inventories now have

-argely been sold off, setting the
- ‘stage’ for more orders and in-
- ‘creased production.

:CEC Industries
-;buys Auto Express

CEC Industries Corp. of Hender-
.son has agreed to buy Auto Ex-

Safety agency takes Chrysler to court

0 The automaker is being
sued for refusing to obey a
recall because of unsafe

seat belts in some modelis.

By Catherine O'Brien
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The government
told Chrysler Corp. on Tuesday to re-
call more than 91,000 Chryslers and
Dodges because of unsafe seat belts,
then went to court to enforce the order
after the company refused to go along.

Chrysler had told the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion months ago that it would not com-
ply with any recall of the 1995 model
cars. That prompted the Justice De-
partment to file a federal civil lawsuit
to force the company to notify owners
and fix the Chrysler Cirrus and Dodge
Stratus cars for free.

‘This is the first time the government

has taken such action based on its own

safety tests, though the traffic safety

agency has taken manufacturers to

court on eight previous occasions for

alleged defects based on accidents and
ing analysis. The govi

has lost only one of those cases.

In January, the government deter-
mined the cars’ rear seat belt system
was not strong enough because a weld
nut anchoring the belt pulled out of
the floor of a 1995 Chrysler Cirrus
during a routine test. The same sys-
tem is vsed in the Dodge Stratus.

Chrysler lawyer Lewis Galdfarb said
the court battle has implications for all
automakers because the testing proce-
dure wasn’t clear on what the compa-
ny had to do to comply.

Chrysler officials also said in a
statement that on the road, as opposed
to a government test, “there has not
been a single incident of rear seat belt
anchor failure, injury or complaint.”

Associated Press.

The 1995 Chrysler Cirrus, seen in a company photo, is among the 91,000 cars
being recalled for unsafe seat belts. Dodge Stratus models are also on the list.

“We're taking a huge public rela-
tions hit. This has to be real important
to this company,” said Goldfarb in a

Las Vegas
retail space
booming

O National chains new to
the valley are leading the
way for commercial

development in the area.

By Monica Caruso
Review-.loumal
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cery and drug stores will dommate lo-
cal retail development this year, ac-
cording to a new real estate report.

There are about 20 prospective cen-
ters anchored by such stores in vari-
ous stages of development, CB
Commercial Real Estate Group said
in its Las Vegas Market Forecast for
1995 and 1996.

‘Walgreens, a major drugstore chain
that is new to Vegas, will have
eight locations open this year, CB
Commercial said.

Res:rlent.s m Etped to see more

me United States.
- Auto Express will be a wholly
wned subsidiary of CEC Indus-

-1 Gerald Lav:r?e CyEC Industries
yres:dem, said the purchase of Au-
- %o Express stock will bring about
~:$350,000 in monthly cash flow to
-his company and enhance share-
]’|o|de

NEW YORK — Even the com-
= puter technology of tomorrow won't
<be a match for a good concierge,
< -hotel managers predict.
“~. A survey of hospitality industry
-Jeaders worldwide found 88 per-
T-cent believe technology will allow
better delivery of products and

Roger Cline,
of hospitalf
consuiting services for Arthur
Andersen.

AT A GLANCE
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stores as
Hollywood V:deo and V'deo Update
move into the market, signaling the
end of “mom and pop” video retailing,
it said.

National restaurant chains coming
to the area include Brinker
International’s Cozymel, Lawry’s Rib
Country Style, Country Star and Co-
pelands of New Orleans.

“Overall occupancy rates continue
to climb with large space construction

" being done on a build-to-suit basis
and pre-leasmg of shop space adjacent
to the anchors being per-
cent (leased) prior to construction.
This will continue to provide a
healthy retail market for the Las Ve-
gasd-Valley well into 1997, the report

sal

About 6.64 percent of Las Vegas’ re-
tail space is empty, but vacancy rates
vary from 4.8 percent in the southeast
to 13.11 percent in the northeast.

Average rents for new retail spac
have risen from about 98 cents a
square foot in 1985 to $1.55 in 1995,
CB Commercial said.

Other real estate sectors are also
strong, the company added.

office space is under construction or
planned, giving Las Vegas almost 10
million square feet by early 1997.

Much of the office development is in
the southeast, northwest and near
McCarran International Airport, par-
ticularly along highways. Rental rates
for new space average $1.85 to $2.10
per square foot, the company said.

Office-space vacancy will remain
Jow because many new projects are
pre-leased. The vacancy rate will re-
main less than 12 percent this year.

More than 6 million square feet of
mdustnal space is under construction

year. More than 5 miilion square

feet is speculative space available for
lease; the rest is build-to-suit.

More than 1 million square feet of
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Tribe leader open to land swap offer

O The Oneida Indian
Nation is negotiating a deal
with New York that would
exchange land for a casino.

By Michael J Martinez
Associated Press

ALBANY V Y. — A top leader of the
Oneida Indian Nation said Tuesday
that land claim negotiations with the
Pataki administration could include a
deal involving the expansion of Indian
casinos.

Oneida representative Ray Halbrit-
ter, speaking at a public hearing on
casino gambling in New York, would
not rule out dropping or reducing land
claims in exchange for the opportunity
;n open casinos off Indian reservation
land.

However, Halbritter said the discus-
sions with Gov. George Pataki’s aides
were private, and nagonanous are still
in the early stages.

¢ Oneidas and other tribes have
been pressing claims to lands to mil-
lions of acres outside their reserva-
tions, including in Sullivan County,
where the Oneidas and Mohawks have
both expressed interest in building a
Catskill Mountain casino.

“You can have a casino without nec-
essarily tying it to land claims,” Hal-
britter said, “but it’s too early to know
where the discussions will lead.”

Pataki had no comment about tying
land claims to casino expansion, and
added be would wait for a recommen-
dation from his recently appointed
Task Force on Casinc Gambling before
taking any action. The commission’s

final report is due Aug. 1.

Lobbyists and government officials,
who have been following the state's ne-
guhamms with Indian leaders and
spoke only on condition of anonymity,
said this week that the Pataki admin-
istration seems ready to offer the Indi-
ans a half dozen or more casinos in
return for settlement of land claims.

Sullivan County in particular has
welcomed the idea of a casino on the
grounds of the faltering Monticello
Raceway. The plan was initiated by
the Oneidas in 1995 before problems
with their developer caused them to
drop the idea temporarily. Although
the St. Regis Mohawk Indian Nation
has essentially picked up where the
Oneidas left off, Halbritter said the

Please see ONEIDA/2D

telephone interview from Auburn

Hills, Mich. .
Please see RECALL/2D

Proposal
may hurt
workers

3 Bills rewriting worker ¢
classification rules may
cost many their benefits,
such as health insurance.

By Dave Skidmore

-Associaled Press

WASHINGTON — Republican legi
lation rewriting the rules on classify-
ing workers as employees or indepen-
dent contractors could endanger the
pensions and health insurance of
many, lawmakers were told by union
leaders Tuesday.

‘Worker classification provisions un-
der consideration for a tax bill tied fo
the minimum wage increase are ip-
tended to unsnarl rules regarded by
many small businesses as an adminis-
trative nightmare. -

But union leaders caution the pro-
posed solution could have disastrous
unintended consequences, parncula.llv
in the construction industry.

“This is not some abstract tax issue,”
AFL-CIO official Robert A. Georgine
said in a statement to the House Ways
and Means oversight subcommittee.
“It is very real, and it is hurting real
people.”

Two bills, one sponsored by Rep. Jon
Christensen, R-Neb., the other by Rep.
Jay Kim, R-Calif,, would make it easi-
er for unscrupulous employers to delib-
erately misclassify employees as inde-
pendent contractors, depriving them
and their families of eligibility for such
company-provided, tax-free fringe ben-
efits as health i Lnsumce pensions and
life insurance. Georgme presi-
deut of the AI"L—ClO Building and
Construction Trades Department.

Whether a worker — anyone from &
carpenter to a computer programmer
— is an employee or independent con-
tractor is an important question, for
both workers and the companies hiring

Please see WORKERS/2D

Unocal forms
partnership
with Rebel Oil

O The deal creates the
second-largest gasoline
retail company in Scuthern
Nevada behind Arco.

By Hubble Smith
Review-Journal

Unocal 76 has solidified its position
as the No. 2 gasoline retailer in South
ern Nevada by forming a long-term
partnership with Rebel Oii Co. Inc. of
Las Vegas.

Under Tuesday’s agreement, nine
Rebel Oil outlets in Las Vegas will be
re-branded under the Unocal name.
and five new Unocal ities w
buiit. Rebe! Oil convenience stores v
still operate under the Rebel name.
Details of the agreement were mnot
disclosed.

Rebel Oil operates 15 stations in Las

Vegas and one in Henderson. Unocal
has six stations, including a Protech
Auto Service Ceuter, and a truck stop
in Las Vegas.

Atlantic_Richfield Co. remains the
No. 1 gasoline retailer in Southern Ne-
vada, with a 40 percent market share.

Lawrence M. Higby. president of
Unocal’s 76 Products Co., said that
teaming with a well-known and re-
spected company such as Rebel rein-
forces Unocal's commitment to the
community.

“We've been proud of our relation-
ship with Rebel Oil over the years, and

we're imp d with Rebel's
ment to community involvement — a
Please see UNOCAL/2D




